Grady PTSA Meeting Notes

Held October 3, 2006


Grady PTSA Meeting

Tuesday, October 3, 2006

Media Center

Meeting opened at 6:07 PM. 

Treasurer’s Report: total income through 9/30/06  $6,380.19 Total cash available: $68,089.72  Expenses: $8,894.49 include purchase of piano. Ending Cash: $59,195.23

Check request forms and Cash Receipt forms are in Treasurer’s Box in office. Anyone requesting reimbursement must fill out Check Request form and attach receipts. Anyone turning in receipts must fill out Cash Receipts form and include with cash or checks for deposit.  

President’s Report:

Congratulations to Dr. Murray for winning the 2006 Harold W. McGraw, Jr. award in education. 

Congratulations to Ms. Van Atta for Teacher of the Year

Thanks to all volunteers participating in Open House. 

PTSA financial books have been audited and filed.

Athletic Booster new president is Janice Boyd

No school, Friday October 13th.

Next Meeting Tuesday, November 14th due to November 7th being Election Day.

Principal’s Report:

Dr. Murray discussed leveling: Class size must be reduced. Grady loses money and accreditation would be in jeopardy. No child is singularly picked to be moved. Some cases, schedules are reviewed and the schedule resulting in the least amount of adjustment is chosen. In other cases a random number is used to move students in a new class. 

New Hires: Tandra Bailey – Biology, Theresa Monye- French and Susan Salveson- Social Science. 

· Remembering  the 1906 Race Riots – Live Broadcast– Speakers Auditorium

· Students: Sarah Beth McKay, Ramika Gourdine and Lena Brodsky did an outstanding job presenting at the 1906 race riot conference in the GSU speaker’s auditorium.

· Grady listed in the closing ceremonies brochure as a participating institution in the Conference. 

· Our New Magazine “Nexus,” was listed in the “Creative Loafing” Not only did they feature the magazine, they admitted that they have “stolen” Nexus’s approach and are recreating it in the “Creative Loafing” 


· Century 21st Leaders students recognized at the 2006 Impact Awards luncheon. These students completed community service projects on behalf of Grady with funding and support form 21st Century Leaders, Anthony Johnson, Leland Edmond, Lauren Mitchell, Jessica Baer, Kayla Bacon and Robert Maddox. 

· Mayor’s visit on September 19th” Mayor Shirley Franklin  talked with all High School Seniors and will provide support.

· Lardycia Manns was crowned the first Miss Aurora Teen. She won $2,000 scholarship, a computer and various gift certificates

Mr. Allen, the cafeteria manager dispelled rumors about it not being enough food. Food line might exhaust an item, but our school actually has 4 lines, which includes a vegetarian line. Some students simply don’t want what is being served.

· Current enrollment at Grady: 1,293

· Deborah Strack reports: In Knight Lights: On October 10, 2006, will be Freshman/Sophomore night.

· Jennifer Cohen reports: Thursday night, Coronation and Homecoming Dance will be held together. 

· The 21st Century Leaders will participate in the preparation for homecoming.

Varsity Jackets can be purchased November 28th, 2006

Gena VanDerKloot- Grounds reports: Grounds Work Day: October 28th form 9:00 – 12:00 pm 8th street Parking Lot.

Drew Baughman-Fundraising  reports: Aids Walk: October 15th, 2006 need volunteers from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 pm. 8th Street Parking.

Heart Walk: November 5th. Jeanette Brown requested that the band be given the parking lot to work to raise funds.

Lupus Foundation bought Grady Parking lot for April 21, 2007. Volunteers needed?

Barbara Feinberg –Arts Council: Arts Council Meeting held 9/25 at 3:30 pm in afternoon. Meeting notes will be sent out.

Inter-Community Project: Edgewood/Candler Park – Bi-racial neighborhoods. Students participate. Artwork and drama.

Jason Johnson  Mosaic art piece. Students will get to work with him.

Five Grady students going to Rome. APS/Cultural Affairs.

November 18th, 2006 – Host School (Solo and Ensemble Evaluation)  - great fundraising opportunity.

Membership: Dana Thomas Reports: 303 PTSA Members so far. 

Carolyn Wood –Teachers Grants Reports: Teacher’s grant deadline 10/1/06

:Wednesday, October 11, 2006: CINS Meeting and Lunch at noon. John Hope Elementary School.

Debbie Griffiths- Technology Reports: 22 new teachers presented with flash drives. Additional drives on hand for teachers as they are hired. The purchase of the flash drives by the Technology committee is well appreciated and well-used for transporting data between school and home.

Eight New projectors were purchased by Carrie McBrien, Magnet Coordinator with magnet funds at the end of the 05-06 school years.  

Photos and text for web: Kevin Hill (chorus teacher) Jordon Shorthouse (football parent) and Marty Maxwell (volleyball parent) have submitted photos for the website. Grady’s photo class have been asked to submit photos for the web. Ms. Wadsworth will have her students send photos to the web as well.

Tech Committee: needs each PTSA chairperson and each booster club president to submit a paragraph about their area for the website. Photos form all areas will be appreciated.

Ms. Griffiths and Ms. Fedota will “graduate”               at the end of the school year. They are looking for two people who will be interested in taking the Technology position next year. Please contact debbiegriffiths@mindspring.com or Sarah Fedota at script@mindspring.com for more information.

Meeting adjourned at 7:37 pm

Special Board Meeting Notes

Meeting held October 3rd at 5:15 pm

Discussion held about advertising in KnightLights.

Discussion was held relative to Grady Mobile proposal requesting endorsement by the Board. Board agreed not to endorse because of the many other vehicles of communications already used to get information to parents and teachers” i.e., Grady Knight Lights, emails, letters, and website provided. 

Thank you notes to be sent to all businesses/organizations that support the school. Any amounts over $75 or more. (IRS guidelines)

Chair info to issue budget for beginning of year.

Call meeting with chairs to discuss procedures..
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